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The homestay was definitely the highlight of the trip for me. It was what I was looking 

forward the most, and it completely passed my expectations. I remember and cherish many 

specific moments that happened - from the very first day at the Chilet, to the nights in the park 

where I’d play soccer with the kids from the neighborhood. The biggest thing I learned from my 

homestay is the power of openness. In Spain, I received the most care and welcoming that I’ve 

ever received. The people there are so unbelievably kind, and this taught me to be more 

confident and friendly when meeting new people. I’d like for other people to experience the 

same kind of welcoming that I felt. 

 I remember a time during the homestay when my family took me to their beach 

apartment in Castellon and we all went to the beach for the day to relax. At the time I was 

really struggling with my Spanish, so I decided to try my best to engage with one of the family 

members. I asked one of my host brothers if he wanted to play soccer and we did for a good 20 

minutes, and during that time I was actually having conversations with him in Spanish. Even 

though I was struggling, he still cooperated with me and still tried to communicate. This 

moment gave me a lot of confidence to try and speak Spanish to the other host family 

members more often and I quickly found that they were just as friendly and considerate with 

helping me speak Spanish!  

I also learned that family is really important in Spain. The host families are always 

together and doing fun activities with each other. I remember one night when my host family 

all went out together for dinner and we went from restaurant to restaurant trying different 

tapas and watching bands perform. We would literally be at one restaurant for about 20 

minutes, eat a tapas, start talking and joking around with each other, and then go to another 

restaurant and do the same exact thing. This made me want to plan out more activities with my 

family because we don’t do many things like that together. I’m sure if we did it’d make us all a 

lot happier and bring us closer together. Spain has definitely taught me many things and I will 

for sure apply everything I’ve learned to my life. 

 


